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Press release - for immediate release

KOICA and UNOPS accelerate their support to help countries in
Southeast and Central Asia, and Africa tackle the COVID-19 pandemic

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) joined forces with UNOPS to fight COVID-19.
With US$ 17.8 million from KOICA through the COVID-19 Comprehensive Rapid Response
Program, UNOPS is delivering personal protective equipment and testing and monitoring

medical items to help countries prepare, respond to and recover from COVID-19.

In 2021, COVID-19 continues to be the main theme of our lives - a public health emergency of
international concern. Much like in the rest of the world, millions of people in Asia and Africa have
lost their lives, and have been pushed into poverty.

Facing the need of early detection and treatment of patients, the provision of medical equipment
and items in a timely manner is of utmost priority.

“The Korean government's response to the pandemic has been recognized as an exemplary model,
to test, track, and treat the cases. To share these experiences with partner countries, the Korean
government has initiated the COVID-19 Comprehensive Rapid Response Program, as one of the
implementation tools for ‘ODA Korea: Building TRUST strategy. With the program, the support from
Korea reached vulnerable groups in need, and helped the governments to take preventive measures
in a timely manner.” said Mr. Minhyeon Song, Vice President of KOICA

In Vietnam, on May 28 2021, KOICA and UNOPS handed over thermal imaging cameras worth
US$0.67 million to the Ministry of Health. These will be installed at 10 airports in Vietnam,
strengthening national prevention capacities.

In Uzbekistan, on May 12 2021, a handover ceremony of the COVID-19 Comprehensive Rapid
Response Program was held at the Educational Centre of the National Children's Medical Centre in
Tashkent. US$ 3.2 million worth of medical equipment, personal protective equipment, and capacity
development training to healthcare personnel will be provided to strengthen the country's health
system.

“With KOICA's generous support and UNOPS expertise of UNOPS in procurement and project
management, Uzbekistan will be better prepared to face future epidemics and pandemics,” said Mr.
Abdulla Azizov, Deputy Minister of Health of Uzbekistan.



@UNOPS

To strengthen capacity to respond to COVID-19 and other diseases, local healthcare and laboratory
workers were trained in operating the delivered equipment in Nukus and Tashkent in Uzbekistan, as
well as in the Lao People's Democratic Republic.

As part of the Program, KOICA and UNOPS has been procuring medical supplies and equipment for
the Governments of Cambodia, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Tajikistan. (Myanmar until January 31 2021). The
program has been also providing medical items for the Africa Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention, supporting COVID-19 response efforts in further 12 countries in Africa.

This partnership between KOICA and UNOPS is a positive step towards strengthening national
efforts on three continents to respond to and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, and support
the most vulnerable populations.
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Photo 1 : Training of PCR analysers, delivered by Korean Manufacturer, held at Medical Institute of Karakalpakstan Nukus,
Uzbekistan

Photo by UNOPS
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Photo 2: KOICA-UNOPS joint handover Ceremony to the Ministry of Health, 12 May 2021, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Photo by UNOPS
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Photo 3: Minister of Health of Vietham Nguy&n Thanh Long and Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Vietnam, Park Noh-wan
attended the hand-over ceremony held on May 28 2021, Hanoi, Vietnam
Photo by UNOPS
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Photo 4: Key participants of the hand-over ceremony held on May 28 2021, Hanoi, Vietnam - Minister of Health of Vietham, Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to Vietnam, Representatives from KOICA Vietnam office and UNOPS Vietnam
Photo by UNOPS

Press contact details:
For more information, please contact: Aerina Kim, Programme Management Specialist
(aerinak@unops.org).

About UNOPS:

UNOPS provides infrastructure, procurement and project management services to help build the
future. To support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, we respond to our
partner's needs and help increase the effectiveness of peace and security, humanitarian and
development projects around the world. Read more: www.unops.org

About KOICA:

KOICA's mandate is to contribute to the advancement of international cooperation through various
projects that build friendly and collaborative relationships and mutual exchanges between Korea
and partner countries and support the economic and social development in partner countries. Read

more: www.koica.go.kr


http://www.unops.org
http://www.koica.go.kr
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