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Nepal’s floods are a warning to the 
world. Recovery goes beyond brick 
and stone 
Statement from Jorge Moreira da Silva, UN 
Under-Secretary-General and UNOPS Executive Director following 
visit to Nepal. 

MANILA, 20 OCTOBER 2026: I have just concluded a visit to Nepal where I witnessed 
first-hand the devastating impact of the ongoing flash floods on communities, homes, basic 
infrastructure and livelihoods in Devighat and Bidur (Nuwakot).  
 
The scale of destruction is colossal. More than 1,500 people have lost their lives. Over 5,600 
people are still missing. Eighty bridges and thirteen hydro power dams were destroyed. 
And 2.2 million tonnes of debris and sediment are now occupying what used to be houses, 
roads and rivers. The World Bank estimates reconstruction needs at nearly US$4.8 billion. 
The Prime Minister of Nepal pegged physical recovery needs at about 10 percent of GDP.  
 
Nepal faces an enormous recovery challenge, made all the more difficult by sharp 
increases in prices of fuel, transport and construction, and deepening risks of food 
insecurity linked to the war in the Middle East.  
 
I met people who had lost their homes and entire livelihoods in the floods, and saw the 
challenges they face now as they try to build back their lives. Recovery goes beyond the 
brick and stone. It is about supporting people to rebuild their lives, recover their losses and 
overcome the challenges they face. 
 
The devastation I witnessed is a stark reminder that the climate crisis is also a development 
crisis, disproportionately affecting those who have contributed least to it. The impacts 
extend far beyond Nepal: the Hindu Kush Himalaya - of which Nepal is a core part - is a vital 
source of water for over 2 billion people - around a quarter of humanity. But its snow and 
ice is fast disappearing, with the region warming about twice as fast as the global average. 

https://www.unops.org/about/our-story/leadership/executive-director
https://www.undp.org/crisis/press-releases/nepal-floods-hit-vulnerable-communities-undp-estimates-2point2-million-tonnes-debris
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/nepal/publication/nepaldevelopmentupdate
https://mofa.gov.np/content/1890/address-by-the-rt--hon--prime-minister/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/climate-action-and-waste-reduction/glaciers-water-source-climate-agreements?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwY2xjawU--URleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7S-gwq_KDJVp7d3aqcFUJoNoXIO_HQ4rGy9ZMyZz5NcNfZ4yj-vi91WKO6Jw_aem_Pg89-R3oXH7oVvisqbnc9A
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/after-nepal-floods-long-road-recovery


 

 
UNOPS stands with the people and Government of Nepal in their efforts to recover and 
rebuild. Working closely with the Government and international partners, UNOPS will 
contribute its expertise in resilient infrastructure, procurement and project implementation 
to help build a safer, more resilient future for all Nepalis.  
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●​ Juliette Touma, UNOPS Director of Communications, +45-53-52-0127- 
Juliettet@unops.org  

 
Notes to editors:  

 
●​ You can find multimedia content from the visit here and here.  
●​ UNOPS Executive Director Jorge Moreira da Silva is the most senior UN figure to have 

visited Nepal since the flash floods started on 26 August 2026. 
●​ UNOPS supported communities in rebuilding after Nepal's 2015 earthquake, including in 

Nuwakot - and it remains committed to supporting recovery.  
●​ For further details see UNICEF Humanitarian Situation Report No. 6 (5 October 2026), 

and the World Bank’s Global Rapid Post-Disaster Damage Estimation (GRADE) Report 
(1 September 2026) 

 
About UNOPS  
UNOPS offers practical solutions across peace and security, humanitarian and development 
operations. We help the United Nations, governments and other partners to manage projects, 
and deliver sustainable infrastructure and procurement across the world. Read more: 
www.unops.org 

mailto:Juliettet@unops.org
https://vimeo.com/1237280287
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12r_HI458gTLDv0Eh73Ms_Q9slxSRvxHJ
https://www.unicef.org/media/184701/file/UNICEF_Nepal_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_No_6_5_October_2026.pdf.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099217209292624461/pdf/IDU-59607c97-2ae9-447c-b3e8-b3904bec9d80.pdf
http://www.unops.org

	Nepal’s floods are a warning to the world. Recovery goes beyond brick and stone 

