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barred from office 
Statement attributable to Jorge Moreira da Silva, UN 
Under-Secretary-General and UNOPS Executive Director. 

COPENHAGEN, 07 September 2026.— This week marks a difficult milestone in our 
collective effort to serve the people of Afghanistan: one year since the de facto authorities 
implemented the ban on Afghan female colleagues entering UN premises across the 
country. 
 
For the past year, our female colleagues have been separated from their workplaces. 
Despite all the obstacles, they have continued their work remotely with a profound sense 
of purpose and commitment. From managing digital innovation in engineering to 
supporting a complex humanitarian response. They have continued to make vital 
contributions. 
 
Their commitment is clear. Their status is however unacceptable. 
 
We continue to call on the de facto authorities in Afghanistan to allow our female 
colleagues to return to their workplaces. Women and girls in Afghanistan must be allowed 
to return to school, places of work, and help shape the country's future.  
 
To my female colleagues in Afghanistan, your courage and determination is an inspiration 
to us all.  
 
We stand with you – now and always – in the pursuit of an inclusive and equitable future 
for Afghanistan. 
 
​
ENDS 
 
 

 



 

Notes to the editors:  
 
For more information: 
 
Juliette Touma, UNOPS Global Director of Communications, +45 53 52 01 27, 
juliettet@unops.org  
 
 
About UNOPS 
 
UNOPS offers practical solutions across peace and security, humanitarian and development 
operations. We help the United Nations, governments and other partners to manage projects, 
and deliver sustainable infrastructure and procurement across the world. Read more: 
www.unops.org. 
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