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World Bank, Netherlands, UNDP, UNOPS and National
Stakeholders Launch US$150 Million Project to Safeguard
Yemen’s Water Resources

Pictures

Amman, Jordan — October 18, 2026 — The World Bank Group, UNDP and UNOPS, alongside
Yemen'’s Ministry of Water and Environment and Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries,
and the Government of Netherlands, today initiated implementation of the Yemen Improved
Water Management and Irrigation for Sustainability and Efficiency Project (I-WISE) to boost
water security and climate resilience.

As one of the world's most water-stressed countries, Yemen faces severe climate shocks -
including droughts and flash floods - that threaten communities, infrastructure, and food
security.

Funded by the World Bank’s International Development Association, and the Government of
Netherlands, though the Yemen Resilience, Recovery and Reconstruction Umbrella Trust Fund,
I-WISE is the first phase of a 10-year programme to address water scarcity and food insecurity in
Yemen. Jointly implemented by UNDP and UNOPS, this phase focuses on the Aden-Tuban and
Wadi Hajir basins.

“The I-WISE approach promotes integrated water resources management across entire basins,
from upstream to downstream. By combining climate and water information systemes,
hydrological monitoring, and evidence-based decision-making, it aims to improve water
allocation, irrigation efficiency, and flood and drought management. It also integrates
climate-resilient water supply, sanitation, wastewater reuse, and sustainable groundwater
management, strengthening water security and climate resilience across Yemen,” said H.E. Eng.
Tawfeeq Al-Sharjabi, Minister of Water and Environment.

“Rural communities depend on water for their livelihoods and food production. Through I-WISE,
we will support more efficient irrigation and stronger Water User Associations, helping us
enhance the resilience and productivity of Yemen's agricultural communities for years to come,”
said H.E. Mr. Salem Al Socatri, Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries.

“In Yemen, water security is inseparable from food security, livelihoods, and the country’s path
toward a more resilient future,” said Dina Abu-Ghaida, World Bank Group Country Manager
for Yemen. “These discussions demonstrate our shared commitment to advancing the I-WISE
project and addressing one of Yemen’s most pressing development challenges. Together with the


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/vg65jxv7zfnf232ngeljv/AM0N_bXnsIgB0o7vaxToLvU?rlkey=ff9aile7plnzwcr4qk5tbssf3&e=1&dl=0

Official Use Only

Government of Yemen, the Netherlands, UNDP, and UNOPS, we are strengthening water security
and building a more sustainable future for Yemeni communities.”

UNDP is leading the national Climate and Water Information Management System (CWIMS),
integrated watershed management and climate-resilient irrigation. UNOPS is restoring and
expanding resilient water supply and sanitation infrastructure in urban, peri-urban and
displaced communities.

“Conflict, displacement and food insecurity are converging on Yemen at once - water runs
through every one of them and climate change is making each of these challenges harder,” said
Zena Ali Ahmed, UNDP Deputy Assistant Administrator and Deputy Regional Director for the
Regional Bureau for Arab States. “Strengthening the capacity of national institutions to
manage water and other natural resources is essential to turning this around, because lasting
solutions must be owned and led by Yemenis. Through I-WISE, UNDP will help communities and
national institutions manage water more effectively and create jobs.”

“I-WISE marks an important step towards addressing Yemen’s long-term water security and
climate resilience.” added Muhammad Usman Akram, Representative and Director of UNOPS
Multi-Country Office in Amman. “Through this project, UNOPS will support sustainable water
infrastructure and resource management, while working closely with the Ministry of Water and
Environment and national partners to strengthen institutional capacities. Our focus goes beyond
infrastructure delivery to fostering national ownership and building resilient systems that deliver
lasting benefits for the people of Yemen.”

The project will enhance data-driven climate adaptation and early warning mechanisms for
droughts, floods, and health risks. It also empowers Water User Associations, Water Basin
Committees, and women leaders through skills training, accessible infrastructure, and
opportunities in water governance, cash-for-work and agriculture.

The current phase aims to benefit over 850,000 people - including 375,000 through resilient
infrastructure. I-WISE is built on national partnership and institutional strengthening, working
closely with the National Water Resources Authority, the Civil Aviation and Meteorological
Authority, among other institutions, to ensure long-term sustainability.

Press contacts

Nabeel Darweesh, External Affairs Officer, World Bank Group |
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Marah Nazzal, Team Lead for Communications and Advocacy, UNDP Yemen
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Anwar Abu Sakieneh, Communications Specialist, UNOPS Multi-Country Office in Amman

anwarab@unops.org

About UNDP

UNDP is the leading United Nations organization fighting to end the injustice of poverty,
inequality, and climate change. Working with our broad network of experts and partners in 170
countries, we help nations to build integrated, lasting solutions for people and the planet.
www.undp.org

About UNOPS

UNOPS offers practical solutions to the UN and other partners, across peace and security,
humanitarian and development operations. UNOPS mission is to help people build better
lives and countries achieve peace and sustainable development. We help the United
Nations, governments and other partners to manage projects, and deliver sustainable
infrastructure and procurement in an efficient way. Read more: www.unops.org

UNOPS Amman Multi-Country Office implements projects in Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria,
and Yemen and implements work in partnership with bilateral and multilateral donors,
national governments and other UN agencies.
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