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Japan, UNOPS, WHO, Syrian Ministry of Health inaugurated the
rehabilitated and equipped Kidney Building at Homs Grand Hospital

21 January 2026, Homs, Syrian Arab Republic - Today, representatives from the Ministry of Health,
the Embassy of Japan to Syria, the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) and the World
Health Organization (WHO) inaugurated the recently rehabilitated and equipped Kidney Building in
Homs Grand Hospital.

With over US$9.67 million contribution from the Government of Japan, UNOPS has rehabilitated the
three-storey Kidney Building and installed a specialized incinerator for decentralized, safe, and
environmentally friendly treatment of medical waste, which will serve the hospital and eight
surrounding health facilities in Homs. Complementing these efforts, WHO has installed advanced
medical technologies to strengthen specialised care at the hospital.

Akihiro Tsuji, Japan’s Charge d’Affaires and Special Coordinator for Syria, said: ‘After years of conflict,
Syria’s health system has faced immense challenges. Hospitals and medical infrastructure have been
damaged, equipment has deteriorated, and access to essential health services has been severely
constrained. In this context, restoring and strengthening health facilities is not only a humanitarian
necessity, but also a vital foundation for early recovery and long-term stability.” “I would like to
commend UNOPS for its expertise in infrastructure rehabilitation and project management, and WHO
for its leadership in strengthening health systems and ensuring that medical services meet
international standards. Their complementary roles have been critical to the success of this project.”
he added.

Muhammad Usman Akram, Representative and Director of UNOPS Multi-Country Office in Amman,
said: "Building on our long-standing partnership with the Government of Japan, UNOPS collaborated
with the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization to strengthen access to critical and
much needed healthcare services for the Syrians. The newly rehabilitated and equipped building will
not only contribute to restoring essential health services, but also build a safer and more
environmentally sustainable system for managing medical waste."

Dr. Asmus Hammerich, Acting WHO Representative in Syria, said: “This project demonstrates what
strong collaboration can deliver. Working closely with the Ministry of Health and UNOPS, and with the
generous support of the Government of Japan, WHO has helped equip a critical facility for specialised
kidney care in Homs. By strengthening diagnostics, dialysis and infection prevention services, we are



improving access to safe, quality care for people with complex health needs, while supporting the
recovery and resilience of Syria’s health system.”

The medical equipment provided by WHO includes MRI and CT scanners, a lithotripter for treating
kidney stones, a fully equipped operating room, an intensive care unit with four beds, and a dialysis
unit with 22 machines. New laboratory and sterilization units, along with medical gas and laundry
systems have been set up to improve patient safety and infection control.

The fully operational Kidney Building now provides specialized services including dialysis and
treatment for kidney stones, as well as intensive care, surgery and referrals for advanced diagnostic
investigations. These services will support more than 500,000 people living in northern and western
Homs and are expected to improve access to quality care for around 3 million people across central
Syria.

For media inquiries, please contact:
For UNOPS: Anwar Abu Sakieneh, anwarAB@unops.org
For WHO: Halah Kabash, kabbashh@who.int; Mrinalini Santhanam, santhanamm@who.int
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